EVELYN    S    FRIENDS
Before mentioning some of his other pamphlets he
explains his endeavours with regard to trees and
gardens in the following paragraph:
"Thus, madam, I endeavoured to do my country-
men some little service, in as natural an order as I
could for the improving and adorning their estates
and dwellings, and if possible, make them in love
with these useful and innocent pleasures, in exchange
of a wasteful and ignoble sloth which, I had observed,
had so universally corrupted an ingenuous educa-
tion."
Was Lady Sunderland interested in all this?
Probably she was. She did have a beautiful garden
and she did read. For Evelyn this was enough.
There are a couple of letters from Evelyn to the son,
Charles, Lord Spencer, who afterwards succeeded his
father as third Earl of Sunderland. As a youth he
had shown remarkable precocity. He was a student
and a bibliophil who spent much time in forming a
magnificent library at Althorp. But unfortunately
he turned out in the long run almost as bad and even
worse, Macaulay thinks, than his father. The
letters seem to suggest that Evelyn had the direction
of his studies. He writes, when the boy was fifteen, of
having "tempted and sufficiently provoked your
Lordship in Plautus, Cicero, Pliny, Seneca, Lipsius,
etc,/' and urges him, "who are so perfect a master of
the learned tongues," to consider how he may
"embellish5' his own native language. The other
letter written when Spencer was twenty has the note